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Education Newsletter, Term 4, 2021

The Parliamentary Education Office, (PEO) welcomes back all HASS educators for the final 
term of 2021. What an extraordinary year it has been and in this final edition of POWA 
House for the year, we announce the winner of the ‘What would Edith Say?’ competition, 

highlight some timely resources and unveil the end of year super civics quiz.   

Competition Top Ten Finalists Announced
The Parliamentary Education team has been extremely impressed 
with the consistent quality of entries from across our state in the 
‘What would Edith Say?’ competition. This competition marked 
the centenary of Edith Cowan being the first women elected to an 
Australian Parliament and gave Year 5 or 6 students the chance to 
win $1000 for their school, by producing a 90 second video 
exploring a contemporary issue that Edith may have cared about. 
The ten best entries came from Roleystone Community College, 
Ardross Primary School, Esperance Primary School, Great 
Southern Grammar, Harrisdale Primary School, Makybe Rise 
Primary School, Peter Moyes Anglican Community School, 
Roseworth Primary School, West Balcatta Primary School and 
York District High School. 

And the Winner is ........
A panel of five from the Parliamentary Education Office shortlisted 
the top ten entries to the final three: Roleystone Community 
College, Roseworth Primary School and Peter Moyes Anglican 
Community School. The ultimate winner was decided by the 
President of the Legislative Council Hon. Alana Clohesy and the 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly Hon. Michelle Roberts. 
Congratulations to Roleystone Community College students who 
demonstrated wonderful creativity, clever production and most 
importantly a clear focus on identifying a contemporary issue that 
Edith Cowan may have cared about. The winning school will 
receive their prize at a function at Parliament House later this 
term. All 10 finalists will receive a certificate and Edith Cowan 
Centenary commemorative pins.  

The Edith Cowan Upper 
Primary School Competition

What would Edith say?

100
Edith Cowan elected to the 

Parliament of Western Australia
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It’s not too Late to Commemorate
Dedicate the last term of the year to commemorating the centenary
of Edith Cowan and the wonderful contributions she made to our entire 
community. Our Teacher Resource Pack is full of interesting information
and learning activities about Edith’s inspirational life and the many 
causes she championed.  For extension learning you can also visit the 
Parliamentary Library’s online exhibition: 
Edith Cowan Centenary: ‘no fit place for a woman’

Treasure Hunt
With the weather getting warmer and more schools venturing into 
the city for end of year excursions, add value to your day out with
 a free Parliamentary Treasure Hunt. This curriculum themed activity 
incorporates historical, geographical and civic clues around the 
beautiful grounds of Parliament House and can be completed
individually or in small groups within 45 minutes.  No matter where 
you are in the CBD, catch the Red Cat to the Parliament stop or 
the Green Cat to Malcolm Street. With picnic tables, beautiful gardens 
and toilets, this is an accessible and fun activity that will burn energy 
and stimulate your students’ minds.  Contact (08) 9222 7259 or 
email: education@parliament.wa.gov.au to arrange your Treasure Hunt.

Regional Outreach Program
Over the past year the PEO team has visited dozens of schools in 
Esperance, Broome and Albany. Conducting over 60 Pop Up 
Parliaments, community information sessions and teacher professional 
learning workshops, our team were impressed by the level of civic 
literacy demonstrated in each primary and secondary school we had 
the pleasure to visit. During these engaging free incursions, over 2000 
students learnt how a bill becomes a law in the Parliament of WA, 
participated in lively debates and competed in our ‘Questions without 
Notice’ Parliamentary Quiz.  If you are a regional teacher and would like 
a Pop up Parliament at your school, make sure you check out our 
schedule for 2022 which will be released at the start of term 1. 

http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/webcms.nsf/content/visit-and-learn-educators-and-students-teacher-and-student-workbooks
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/WebCMS.nsf/content/edith-cowan-centenary
mailto:education%40parliament.wa.gov.au?subject=Query/Request%20for%20Treasure%20Hunt
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Call Out to Country Schools for 2022
If your school is located 150 kilometres from Perth and you include 
a tour of Parliament as part of your visit to the city, then you may 
be eligible for a $200 country school travel rebate.  
The application for this rebate is tied to the Parliamentary Education 
booking system, with 25 allocations throughout the school year. 

Turn your class into Parliament
Every year the number of schools wishing to visit Parliament far

exceeds tour availability but that doesn’t mean your class needs to

miss out. Did you know we have engaging videos on how to set 
your class up as a Parliamentary Chamber, explanations on how your 
students can vote on a bill and also a hands on activity on how to 
participate in a division? Check out our multimedia page for 
some great end of year learning activities.   

Questions without Notice End of Year Quiz
Transform your term 4 revision into a fun activity with a competitive 
edge. Divide your class into two teams and give them one minute to 
invent a team name. Let them know in advance that the best 
Parliamentary team name will be awarded five bonus points. 
Alternate each of the following 20 questions between each team. 
Each correct answer is worth five points. If the initial team gets 
it wrong the opposing team can elect to pass or ‘steal’. If they choose 
‘steal’ and answer the question correctly they receive five bonus 
points, however if they answer incorrectly they lose five points off their 
existing score. Provide periodic score checks to build suspense and you 
are sure to keep your class engaged. Not sure of the answers? 
Check out our fact sheets and you will have it covered or even set it as 
a research task for your class, preceding the quiz.
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Contact 

Parliamentary Education Office
Parliamentary Services Department | Parliament of Western Australia
Parliament House | 4 Harvest Terrace | West Perth WA 6005
t (08) 9222 7259

Acknowledgement of Country
The Parliament of Western Australia is honoured to be situated on the ancestral lands of the Whadjuk 
Noongar people. The Parliament acknowledges the First Australians as the traditional owners of the lands we 
represent and pays respects to their Elders both past and present.

This year marks 100 years since the first woman was elected to an Australian 

Parliament, what was her name? 

How many seats does the State Government hold in the Legislative Assembly?

The upper house or house of review is also known as the Legislative _________?

In which chamber would you find the mace?

What is the title of the person who carries the mace?

In what chamber does the Usher of the Black Rod work?

What is the title of the Presiding Officer in the Legislative Council?

What is the title of the Presiding Officer in the Legislative Assembly?

How many Western Australian regions are represented in the Legislative Council?

How much time is a Member given to enter the chamber, after a division call?

Who was the first Premier of Western Australia? 

In what year did he become the first Premier?

How many Members sit in the Legislative Council?

How many levels of government are there in Australia?

What is the role of someone who works in Hansard?

How long is an electoral term in the Western Australian Parliament?

The rules that Members must follow in Parliament are called standing ________?

What is the difference between an electoral district and an electoral region?

When the opposition has the opportunity to directly ask ministers about their 

portfolio areas on the floor of the  Parliament, it is known as ___________ time?

What does the term bicameral mean? 
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